North Carolina Fire Marshal’s Association
Committee Reports


( ) Scholarship			(X) Education	( ) Legislative
( ) Technology			( ) Code revision	( ) Fire Investigations
( ) Nominating			( ) Audit		( ) By-Law

The NCFMA Educational Committee met virtually for the first quarter on January 25, 2022. 

The meeting was called to order by Tony Smart, Chair at 0906 AM. Those in virtual attendance were Eric Wiseman, Thomas Raper, Shandy Padgett, Charles Johnson, Charles Eldridge, Billy Judson, and Brian Kelly. 

T. Smart discussed the Spring Continuing Education Class opportunities with two instructors, Jeff Vernon, Mecklenburg Co. on Appendix B of the NCFC, and Joseph Starling, OSFM, Electrical Basics & Concerns in Fire Inspections.  Each class is proposed to last three hours, with one class being scheduled for a morning delivery, and on the same date, the second class being offered in the afternoon. These classes would be delivered at three separate locations within the State, and these locations will be announced once venues have been secured, and once the dates for the classes can be set. It is felt that an April, May, June time frame will be considered for these classes. Smart will make contact and work out the logistics regarding dates. There was a feeling within the Education Committee present that we could poll the membership for locations to hold classes. Billy Judson stated that Chatham County would be willing to help with a location, as well as Eric Wisemen with Wake Forrest. Locations will be considered and will be announced once set. Fee(s) would be the same as last year. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]T. Smart shared that both instructors prefer the “typical” face to face class delivery, however, with the uncertainty of the COVID numbers within our state, it was felt that a “hybrid” offering would be more attractive regarding these classes. This hybrid offering would encompass face to face along with virtual delivery, utilizing newly purchased technology by the NCFMA, a camera/video and audio/microphone system. Smart has confirmed both instructors being comfortable with the hybrid type delivery versus virtual only.  A hybrid type of course delivery, however, will required two persons to attend each of these classes to facilitate the camera operation, as well as moderating the questions that could be posed from those attending virtually. E. Wiseman made the comments that those that are willing on the Education Committee would need to have some orientation type training to the new system, to facilitate assisting with this effort. These class dates would have to be coordinated so that the instructors and those that were assisting with the technology could be physically in the location(s) chosen for these classes. Those in attendance felt that this was the best approach proceeding forward. 

B. Kelly gave a brief overview of the new technology purchased by the NCFMA, with one camera and seven wireless microphones included in the purchase. There will tentatively be test(s) done utilizing this new equipment to facilitate the correct use before the Spring continuing education offering(s). 

C. Johnson provided an update on the NC Fire Prevention School to be held at Carolina Beach during March 14-18, 2022. He stated that as of today there were approximately 100 students enrolled, with 50 student slots still available.

T. Smart stated that he will be exploring the possibility of an ICC Plans Review class as the Fall continuing education offering for the NCFMA. This could have a delivery cost associated with it. Smart will contact the ICC to explore the possibility of this class being offered in our state. More information to follow.  

C. Johnson provided current topics for discussion from the OSFM perspective, with the new code cycle being of importance for future training of inspectors within our state to be current. More information to follow, as the Ad Hoc committees are working on these code updates, for the proposed 2024 Code cycle. 

The second quarter meeting of the NCFMA Educational Committee will tentatively be held on April 26, 2022 at 0900 virtually via “Go to Meeting”. More information will be forthcoming regarding classes and our efforts to offer quality education to the membership.

Meeting was adjourned at 0955 hrs. 

____________________________________________________________________________
Respectfully submitted,
Tony Smart, Chair
Education Committee
NCFMA
______________________________________________________________________________

	
	
	



