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The NCFMA Educational Committee met virtually on April 20, 2021. Committee minutes are found below within this report.

The committee is working toward scheduling the postponed face-to-face continuing education on Flammable Liquids/Repair Garages in Fall 2021 working with the same venues as last year, either in the months of October or November, in Conover, Charlotte, Chatham Co., and Morehead City. More to be announced on this later, to include dates, as the State's restrictions are lifting as of last week. Stay tuned.

Virtual offerings of continuing education classes are still being discussed and formulated as well, as we are trying to give the membership every opportunity to gain their continuing education in a manner that is best for them. More to come regarding this platform.

We received feedback from an online survey that totaled 71 members, and of those received, it was nearly a 50/50 split regarding travel restrictions by local governmental units. Hopefully, these numbers will continue to improve for more face-to-face offerings, as the majority of those responding preferred the classroom setting for classes overall. (60%)

The third quarter meeting of the Educational Committee will tentatively be held on July 20, 2021 at 0900 virtually via “Go to Meeting”. More information will be forthcoming regarding classes and our efforts to offer quality education to the membership.

____________________________________________________________________________
(The second quarter meeting minutes are reflected below)

2nd Quarter Meeting NCFMA Educational Committee 04/20/2021 0900 hrs.
The meeting was called to order by T. Smart, Education Committee Chair at 0905 hrs. virtually, via Go to Meeting platform. Welcome & Appreciation for participation was conveyed to all by Chair. 
Those in attendance: Eric Wiseman, Charles Eldridge, Shandy Padgett, Kimberly Dorsey, Charlie Johnson, Tony Smart, Billy Judson, & Amy Flieg. (*Please forgive any omissions or additions.)
Charlie Johnson gave an update on the Educational Continuing Education Status and the OSFM update for the group.  Six Con Ed Hours have been assigned by QBoard for the online 160D Class. Class is now MANDATORY and must be completed by all Code Enforcement Officials by June 30, 2021. Other educational offerings were discussed that are in the process of development and scheduling, and more information will be forthcoming. 
A discussion was held by those attending involving the in-person attendance by local governmental entities and any relaxation of travel. Most governmental units have given some degree of latitude regarding in person classes, and some are still limiting this option. The virtual platform to use for continuing education classes was discussed, as well as the type of delivery via virtual delivery. It was felt that the classroom involvement of students was going to be approved at some point soon, as there are some in person classes being held now, both continuing education, as well as Standard Level Classes. Due to the ongoing travel restrictions by some local governmental units, it was felt that a blend of virtual and classroom delivery was still a viable option at this point, until restrictions can be lifted further.  It was also felt by the members attending that reduced COVID cases will result in more opportunities for face-to-face learning. 
The discussion turned to the delivery of the Flammable Liquid/Repair Garage Con Ed Class that has been on hold for the past 12 months, and the possibility of taking preliminary steps to schedule these classes for in-person delivery in October/November2021 for the previously scheduled locations of Conover, Chatham Co., Charlotte, and Morehead City.  Contact(s) will be made to tentatively gain approval from the previously scheduled venues, for these classes to be held. Advertisement for these classes will start once restrictions are lifted by the Governor. The fees are slated to be the same for these classes to subsidize the scholarship fund for the Association as it stands now. 
A survey is to be conducted online to assess the travel restrictions by governmental units at the present time, as well as any restrictions that are imposed by those that have “relaxed” their travel policies, if any.  Topics for future consideration for classes to be assessed as well. 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:15 hours, with the next meeting scheduled for July 20, 2021 virtually, via “Go to Meeting”.
Respectfully submitted,
Tony Smart, Chair
Education Committee
NCFMA
______________________________________________________________________________
**ONLINE SURVEY RESPONSES**
With 71 online responses given, 51% of those respondents are allowed in person attendance with 49% still having no travel being allowed for in person classes. Of those responding allowing in person attendance, the present mask/social distancing restrictions were mandated to be followed. 60% preferred the in class setting for education, 22% preferred hybrid, and 17% preferred virtually only. 80% had completed the 160D Class. Multiple topics were suggested for continuing education, with Emergency Radio Responder Coverage, Sprinkler/Fire Alarm Systems, and Plan Review topics being reflected as the majority. 


	
	
	



