North Carolina Fire Marshal’s Association
Committee Reports


( ) Scholarship			(X) Education	( ) Legislative
( ) Technology			( ) Code revision	( ) Fire Investigations
( ) Nominating			( ) Audit		( ) By-Law


The NCFMA Education Committee met virtually via “Go To Meeting” at 0900 hours on December 10, 2020. The meeting was called to order by Chairperson T. Smart. Those in attendance were: T. Smart, E. Wiseman, C. Johnson, J. Payne, C. Eldridge, & B. Holloman.
The discussion began with an update from C. Johnson regarding any OSFM updates to Governor Cooper’s COVID 19 Orders, and any forecast(s) regarding future classes. It was identified that there were no changes to the current guides/directions and that any classes at this point were going to be primarily “virtual” in delivery. Charlie identified one particular online class on the new 160-D Statutes being awarded 6 hours of continuing education credit across all inspection/certification disciplines, even though the class is only one hour in duration. These hours were approved by the QBoard as stated, and are effective immediately, once the class is completed by the inspector. Charlie also shared that there are multiple continuing education classes offered online through the QBoard/OSFM website that will count toward recertification, as long as the classes have not been taken within the last three years. A brief discussion was held regarding the NCFMA website having quick links to these resources as possible. 
Continuing education classes were discussed at length, with the hope that “in-person” classes will be delivered at some point in 2021 once a vaccine is available for the COVID 19 virus. Currently, it was felt by all that the virtual platform is one that we should develop and migrate toward in 2021. Discussions were held regarding potential class options, and time allocation, with the 60-minute format being the most accepted by those in attendance. Class topics ranged from BDA/Radio Responder Survey(s), Basic Inspection Principles/Interpersonal Dynamics, Inspection/Code Development-History, Fire Extinguisher Codes, Appendices of the NC Fire Code, Plan Review Principles, & NFPA Standard(s), just to name a few. 
Charlie is going to coordinate with Mike Hejduk and Beth Williams regarding the delivery options for these various classes and will report back in January with an update. In the meantime, those that are willing to do the class preparation for these type classes were identified and asked to begin work toward the one hour online/webinar class delivery method(s). Anyone on the Educational Committee is welcome to participate as possible with this effort, and would be appreciated. 
The next meeting of the Educational Committee for the NCFMA will be held virtually via “Go To Meeting” on Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 0900 hours
With no further business, the meeting adjourned at 1020 hours.
Respectfully submitted, Tony Smart, Education Committee Chair, NCFMA
